
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes over Zoom 
April 16, 2020 

 
Call to Order and Welcome: 10:01 am by Erin Vogt 
 
In Attendance: Erin Vogt, Kela Rosario, Kelly Shepherd, Lisa Highfield, Sarah Woolsey, 
Chad Cox, Stephanie Howard, Lynn Schmitt, Robin Sanborn, Amy Stevens, Kimberly 
Radford, Michelle Harris, Michael Walsh, Jeri Elliott, Seema Dalal, Tracy Rutherford, Kasey 
Monaghan, Ernesto Samabria, Crystal Mueller, Lisa Racek, Bonnie Zare, Veronica Spradlin, 
Lisa Young, Robin Sanborn, Treva Turman, Andrea Dixon, Jenise Jacques, Sherry Purdue, 
Michelle Wilkins, B’easy Thompson, Robin Jones, Sandra Moore, Hudsons, Sarah, Nancy, 
Jenny, Tatiana 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Kela Rosario made a motion to approve the March minutes and 
Stephanie Howard seconded it. 
 
Student/Staff Reports: 
 

SCA No students were available at this time 
 

Administration Dr. Baynum was not available at this time  
 
Guidance (Chad Cox) – A counselor newsletter was sent out to students about two 

weeks ago full of details. More newsletters will be sent out 
For current juniors, the SAT and ACT tests for the spring have been cancelled. 

August 29th will be the next test and it will be very popular so sign up as soon as possible. 
Mr. Cox believes the sign up for that test will be in early May. He has heard that they may 
increase the number of students that can take that test. 

Mr. Cox suggested the juniors make a list of 6-8 schools that they are interested in 
and find out what the college is requiring.  A lot of colleges are beginning to make the 
decision to have testing like SAT and ACT be optional. Virginia Tech is one of those. Some 
schools, if you have a certain GPA, you will not need to send in test scores. However, certain 
colleges within the universities might require tests like Dept of Engineering or Architecture. 
He stressed the importance of finding out first hand what the requirements will be because 
they will be so different now. Mr. Cox reported that universities will not really be taking SAT 
subject tests and 4th quarter grades into much consideration because of the pandemic. 

For AP tests, he recommends keeping in touch with their teacher and check the 
college board emails. 

Summer school – MCPS is still looking at the plans and will let us know 
Virtual Virginia will be happening from June 17 to July 28 
Duel Enrollment – the placement test for NRCC will NOT be happening. They have 

created a way to evaluate the student’s eligibility based on completing the class before, their 
GPA, maybe past SOL score, maybe PSAT scores. 

Grades for 4th quarter – Brenda Drake sent out an email stating how MCPS will 
grade assignments. Students have the option of taking the letter grade or Pass/Fail. They will 



also look at the third quarter grade and fourth quarter grade and take the better grade, so 
they will not be penalized for any work done or not done in the fourth quarter. 

Mr. Cox encouraged the parents to encourage the students to continue to work hard 
through the 4th quarter and do their best and to please reach out to teachers with questions. 

NCAA – Students hoping to play sports in college – NCAA doesn’t usually accept P/F 
but Mr. Cox is hoping they will make changes this year but he has not heard anything yet. 
They will definitely need to take a SAT test to participate in a sport in college 
 

Teacher  - (Kelly Shepherd) – Ms. Shepherd shared that the biggest concern of 
teachers is that students will stop continuing to work hard. There are some students that the 
teachers have not heard from and that concerns them. 
 
Board/Committee Reports 
 

Treasurer (Kela Rosario) –.We have received $11918 and spent $7396 which 

leaves $4500 left in general fund. There is still some money allocated for hospitality and 

teacher appreciation. National Bank is changing some things and will start charging the 

PTSO $8 for the money we have in the bank there which is for the Bruin Family Fund. Kasey 

Monaghan made a motion to roll all that money out of that bank account into the general 

fund with a designation for the Bruin Family Fund and Lynn Schmitt seconded it. 

Fundraising - Paw on the Wall – (Kela) Eight new orders came in for Paws on the 
Wall but we will continue to promote it. Erin will email Jackie to send out another push. 

 
Fundraising – Kroger – grocery store sales are up 
 
Hospitality (Lynn Schmitt) – We had a lunch for the teachers right before schools 

closed. We are trying to figure out ways to support the teachers and staff with most of them 
not being in the building. Suggestions were emailing gift cards to local Blacksburg places, 
virtual gift card drawings. There is around $1000 left in the budget. 
 
Continuing Business 
 

After Prom – (Jeri Elliott and Michelle Harris) - After Prom is paid for, meaning they 
have all the money. They have only paid the $400 deposit to the SuperBowl and they can 
hold on to the deposit if we want them to. The DJ has not been paid because we weren’t 
going to pay him until the night of the events. Ms. Radford shared that at a faculty meeting it 
was announced that there was NO prom. The administration was working on possible 
alternatives. They suggested combining an After Prom event and Grad Fest if there is a 
graduation ceremony. 

 
Teacher Wish list – Everything has been purchased but the laser engraver and we 

were going to fundraise for that. One parents suggested that we really need to clearly explain 
why we need it because of the state of our economy. We are putting this on hold for now 
because of the pandemic. 
 

Other Business: Erin Vogt is vacating her position as president and we need 
someone to take her place. She will send out an email to Jackie to recruit. 

 
Honor the seniors – Erin suggested that we purchase a yard sign for each senior 

and line them up Prices Fork Road. Signarama is willing to make the signs and only charge 
$6 a sign. Erin is speaking with the mayor of Blacksburg to see how we could partner with 
the town. 



Ms. Stevens explained the results of the graduation survey done with seniors. 77.5% 
would like a traditional graduation and July 31st is the latest date for that possibility. The 
Starlite drive-in was another alternate as is a virtual graduation. Administration is meeting 
about this. We will know in May what kind of graduation they will be planning. 

They are currently doing senior spotlights on Twitter and Facebook, trying to 
celebrate the seniors. Only 100 have signed up. 

There was a suggestion to have a Grad Fest/After Prom at the same time where 
prizes would be given out or a virtual party where students would attend and prizes would be 
given out virtually. Or gift cards for the seniors. There was a request that all the money be 
used for the class of 2020 and not saved for next year because a lot of the money comes 
from the senior class dues. 

There is currently about $7000 in the After Prom account at the school. $4600 from 
the senior class, $2000 from somewhere else and $1000 was donated. $500 that the PTSO 
had already designated for Grad Fest is still available to be used. 

There are 284 seniors but that could be closer to 300 because the students who 
would have graduated later in the summer will now be included. 

If each lawn sign was $10 a sign, to help Signarama make some money, they would 
need about $3000. Hopefully parents would donate to that as well. 

Ms. Stevens will send out an email to set up a meeting of those interested in this next 
week. 
  
Next meeting: Tuesday, May 12th at 9 am on Zoom 
 
Adjournment: 11:00 am 


